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Abstract

Of the 6 million-odd Cambodians, about one-tenth are overseas Chaozhou-

Shantou people and their descendants who are bilingual-speak both Khmer and Chaozhou-

Shantou subdialect of Southern Fujian dialect of the Chinese language, the latter being

spoken among family members and other people in the Chinese society in Cambodia. Due to

direct personal contact over long years, the two speeches intermingle with each other and

exer t influence upon each other, causing many variations especially in the Chaozhou-Shantou

subdialect spoken there. Based on an investigation of the subdialect spoken by descendants of

the overseas Chaozhou-Shantou people there, this paper gives a brief description of the

respective changes in phonetics, vocabulary and grammar, with their characteristic features

discussed.
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