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An Etymological Study of an® (Zai T§) in Hakka(Z %) and Cantonese Dialects

YAN Xiu-Hong
(Faculty of Arts and Liberal, Shantou University, Shantou Guangdong 515063, China)

Abstract: It is observed that the arj5 can be used to indicate (re-)iteration in most Hakka(% &) and some
Cantonese dialects. In Heyuan(* #) and some Cantonese dialects, axJ’ acts as an adverb which is used not only

before an adjective but also before a momentum phrase. Through comparative studies across relevant dialects
and with the support of further evidence from archived documents, this paper explores the possibility of the
phonological shift of the velar stop [k] to glottal stop [?] and concludes that ag is derived from *kan® with

the corresponding character Geng(£).
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