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Dialectal Comparison, History of Dialectal Areas and Dialectal
Division: A Case Study of fenyinci in Jin Dialects and gqiejiaoci
in Min Dialects
Li Lan
Abstract The Jin dialect spreads over the inner land of northeast and northwest China,
whereas the Min dialect is located in the southeast coastal area. The differences between the
two are just as great as their physical locations. However, genealogically, the fenyinci of
Jin and the giejiaoci of Min are both originated from the Pre — Qin fanyu. All mean an
initial — final separation of a syllable. It is shown that the two, though appearing so
different, are typologically rather similar. It is also argued that the Jin dialect deserves a
first — level status of national dialectal divisiori as that of dialects like the Wu dialect or Yue

dialect. ‘
Key words dialectal comparison, history of dialectal areas, dialectal division, fenyinci of

Jin dialects, geleici of Jin dialects, giejiaoci of Min dialects.
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