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Review of the Phonological Features of

Ryukvu Mandarin Textbooks
Chen Zeping
Abstract Ryukyu Mandarin Textbooks is a rare hand-written literature record preserved
since the mid-eighteenth century. From the marks and notes concerning pronunciation left on
the pages, we can estimate the phonological features of the Mandarin then, which the
Ryukyu students learned. On the issue of categorizing this specific phonological system,
scholars have come to different conclusions. Based on the work by Prof. Setokuchi Ritsuko,
this article brings in new reference data and provides reanalysis. It concludes the phonology
formed by litting Northern Mandarin into the framework of the Fuzhou dialect. Some points
in this article might also enrich our cognition of the phonological evolution of Beijing
Mandarin.
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