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The Change of the Vocabulary of Xiamen Dialect over the Lag 100 Years:
a Sudy o Three Books Written by the Missionar ies

Ll Rulong , XU Rui-yuan
(Department of the Chinese Language and Literature ,Xiamen University ,Xiamen 361005 ,Fiian

Abgract : Gonparing the materid s on Xiamen diaect written by the missonariesin the 19th century with materid s today , we
find that the badc vocabulary in Xiamen didect has not changed much snce the midde of the 19th century , but about hdf of the
common words have varied. Sme of them have become archaic , me have jug dnplified and some have changed their meanings.
All the variations show the internad competition and development within the vocabulary of the didect and they are the resuits of the
evolution of ocid life.
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