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Chronological Strata of Qieyun Grade IV Finals in Min

Ruei-wen Wu
National Chengchi University

Jerry Norman (1979), Pang-hsin Ting (1995), and Tsu-Lin Mei (1999) have
hypothesized three distinct chronological strata for the Min dialects. After
studying the Qieyun grade IV finals, this author can provide proof that there are
indeed three chronological strata of grade IV in the Min dialects. The paper
consists of the following sections:

1. Comparative tables of Qieyun grade IV finals for Min subdialects.

2. Chronological strata of Qieyun grade IV finals in the Min dialects.

3. Etymological studies of the Min dialects.

4. Reconstructing proto-Min.

5. Relationship between the Old Jiang-dong dialect and Min.

Key words: Chinese dialectology, Min etymology, literary vs. colloquial strata,
chronological strata, Qieyun grade IV finals, Old Jiang-dong dialect
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