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On the Origins and Historical Strata of

Old Min(|&) and Hakka Dialects
DENG Xiao-hua Willian. S. -Y. WANG

(Chinese Department, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China)

Abstract: This paper, based on research on the kernel words proposed by Swadesh, intends to prove that old Min({#) di-
alect may not have derived totally from Six Dynasties Jiangdong (VL% ) dialect, and old northern Chinese language may
not be the only source of old Min([#) and Hakka. The formation of Min(|#) and Hakka dialccts is the result of long—
standing interaction between northern Chinese and the local minority languages. The phonological strata of Min(J#) and
Hakka dialects shows traces of northern Chinese at different periods, while the vocabulary reflects great influence of
southern local dialects. Hakka dialect still bears the strata of Jiangdong (YL %) dialect. In terms of phylogenetic relation-
ship, Min([#) and Hakka is close to each other, while Hakka and Gan(¥%) are more distantly related.

Key Words: Min([#]) and Hakka dialectology; kernel words; historical strata
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