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THE CHINESE DIALECTS IN GUANGDONG

Hu Zhaoliang Wang Enyong Han Maoli Yuan Xuejin
(Department of Urban and Environment Sciences, Peking University 100871)

Abstract

Because of the mountainous Land form, the Sub — tropic maritime climate, few wars in the history and migration
from North China, there are three main dialect regions in Guangdong Province, Yue(Cantonese), Hakka(Kejia)and
Min(including Chaozhou Subgroups and Leizhou subgroups). Yue is distributed mainly in the Pearl River Delta and in
weatern Guangdong. There are over 37 millon speakers(1996). Hakka is distributed mainly in the eastern, Central
and northern part of Guangdong, there approximately 15 million Hakka speakers in the province. Min is distributed
in the Chaoshao district along the eastern seaboard of Guangdong as well as on the Leizhou Peninsula of Western
Guangdong, there are approximately 15.3 million Min speakers in the province. Areas of one dialect are often inter-
spersed with many small pockets of other dialects.

Key words  dialect region; dialect island; two dialects region; mixed dialect region
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