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A Review of the Classification Methodology of Chinese Dialect
Li Xiaofan

Abstract This paper reviews various opinions on the classification of Chinese dialect and further
divides classification per se into two different processes of compartmentalizing and regrouping.
Dialect areas are first compartmentalized to find out the typical ones and then the other dialect
areas are regrouped into the typical ones. Those areas that are neither typical nor regroupable are
regarded as intermediate or mixed dialect areas.
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