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The Siyi Dialect: A Creolized Cantonese Variety

Gan Yu’en

Abstract Traditionally the Siyi Dialect has been taken as a subdialect of the Yue Dialect, but
this paper puts forward a different view that Siyi must be a Cantonization hybrid dialect to a
great extent. There are so many testimonies in phonetics, vocabulary, grammar and history to
show the non-Cantonese features in this dialect, in addition, we pay attention to the same
linguistic characteristics as those in the Min, Hakka and Gan dialects, and give a preliminary
explanation to the causes of Cantonization of the Siyi Dialect.

Key Words The Siyi Dialect; Cantonization; Hybrid Dialect
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