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Ruoshan Dialect: A Southern Min Dialect Island in
Wenling, Zhejiang Province
RUAN Yongmei

Abstract Ruoshan dialect, as a southern Min dialect island in Wenling, Zhejiang Province,
shows the prominent features of southern Min dialects as well as those of Wu dialects, a
result of long term contact with Wenling dialect. The living area of Ruoshan dialect keeps
retreating.

Key words Ruoshan dialect, southern Min dialect island, Wu dialects, language contact,

language evolution
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