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Abstract

In this paper, the author explores the Early Chinese origins of Lai-mu words in the Min
dialects. He shows that there are three reflexes of this initial: s- (in the Western Min dialects), t-
and 1-. He proposes that these reflexes had different origins in Early Chinese. Fortunately a
significant number of cognate forms exists in the Kam-Tai and Miao-Yao languages to allow us to
trace the phonological development of the Lai-mu initials. The article demonstrates that, in
addition to the traditional approach to Old Chinese which relies heavily on Xie-sheng characters,
there is another way to approach the reconstruction of certain features of Early Chinese.
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