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On the Conditions of the Mutation from Vowel Ending to Nasal Ending

WEI Mingying

( Department of Minority Languages and Literatures, Minzu University of China, Beijing 100081)

[ Abstract] The paper argues that the mutation is triggered by two more important factors: closed vowel

endings and the nasal ending systems with weaker semantic functions. Specifically, closed vowel endings with

greater coupling, less friction, raised tongue, reduced friction, longer duration or emphatic and frequently-

used syllables with closed vowel endings are apt to cause mutation of this kind when the nasal ending phonetic

system has weaker semantic functions and in relatively opened social environment.
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