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charles 1li & sandra thompson

A GRAMMATICAL DESCRIPTION OF XUWEN :

A COLLOQUIAL DIALECT OF LEI-ZHOU

PENINSULA (partII)

II. FROM ANCIENT CHINESE TO XUWEN

It was observed in Section I that Xdwén retains the Ancient
Chinese syllable-final /p/, /t/, /x/ and /m/, /n/, /y/. For ini-
tials, however, the voicing contrast among stops and affricates
in Ancient Chinese is lost. The only voiced initial of Xéwén is
the labial dental fricative /v/ which does not have a voiceless
counterpart. In the following discussion of XUwén and Ancient
Chinese phonology, we will focus on the tones and the initials.
The sound system of Ancient Chinese is that of the Qie-yun sys-
tem.

II.1. Tones

The following rules illustrate the change of the tonal
system from Ancient Chinese to Xdwén.

Ancient Chinese Xawén
(1) vIin ping (Fﬁ ¥ ) mid-level
(ii) vang ping (p§ F ) low-level

(ii1) yin shidng (8 £ ) falling

yang sh3ng (% £ )

Cah. de Ling. Asie Orientale Vol. XII N°2 Décembre 1983, pp.119-148



120
C. LI & S. THOMPSON

(iv) yinqu (B % ) rising

(v) yang qu (% % ) mid-level

(vi) yinra (8 A) high-level

(vii) vyang ru ( f§ A) low-level if final stop

is retained

mid-level if final stop
is lost

The Xuwén high-level tone is derived primarily from the
Ancient Chinese tone yin ru (¥ A ). Similar to words with the
Ancient Chinese tone yang ru (:ﬂb A ), words with Ancient
Chinese yin ru (f£ A ) tone fall into two classes of Xidwén
words : those which retain the Ancient Chinese final stop and
those which have lost the final stop. But both classes of Xdwén
words deriving from the Ancient Chinese x{n ru tone have ac-
quired the high-level tone. The following are some examples

f% "duck' /;/ A '"hundred' /p=/
W2 'snow' /toi/ [T 'toad' /kap/
‘&ﬁ/ 'iron' /ehi / G 4 'seven' [eit/
{4 '"to swat' /pha/ &) 'country' /kok/
i *father's - L "north' /pak/
elder brother' /pz/ @ . . "
- 4F obtain /tik/
A L . L -
32 kill /tua/ _ "one " .

Examples illustrating rule (v}i) above which shows the
splitting of the Ancient Chinese yang ru tone on the basis of
the loss or retention of the final stop are given below :

- 1
[z 'sun' /yit/ ng 'to learn' [o/
|
% "box' /hap/ B 'stone'’ /tgio/
I
g 'eye' /mak / £ Yeat" /tgia/
'brother's ¥ p ‘
(2 children /teiek/ é& hot /l?a/
X Yegxt /lak/ ;* 'thin’ /pa/
, - ' ' 12
+ "ten' /tsap/ 5N fall /1a/
il 'straight' /tik/
73] "meat' /hip/

The Ancient Chinese yin shdng and yéng shdng have merged
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into the Xuwén falling tone as stated in rule (iii). All of the

Xhwén falling tones derive from the Ancient Chinese shing

e.g.

e

> BN FE R

sh3ng

evidence for us to formulate a rule.

Boo%e | g B

i

yvin sh3ng

" 1

sea
"tiger'
'mouse’
"dog"

'left'
'lower limb'

'classifier
for book'

'classifier
for knife'

'short in
height'

'shallow'
'to wash'
'good'
'hand'

/hai/
/heu/
/su/
/kau/
/tsd/
/thul/

/pul/
/p2/
/3i/

/tebitn/
/toi/
/h3/

/eiu/

X R

B v A ME

vang shing

'1st person
sg. pronoun'

'2nd person
sg. pronoun'

'"moon’
'horse'
‘pretty’

'female
(human)'

‘old"

'female
(animal)'

tones,

Our data suggest that if an Ancient Chinese word with yang
tone has a voiced true consonant (i.e. stops, fricatives,
affricates), its reflex in Xiwen is a mid-level tone. But we
only have four items of data. They do not constitute sufficient
We also have four items of
data which yield a mid-level tone as: the Xuwen reflex of Ancient
Chinese yang shing tone with liquid or nasal initials. These data
are given below :

"mother's brother'

"rain’

'behind, later'

'younger brother'

) ]

ear
'to bite'
"five'

€geg

Ancient Chinese

initial
[g-]
[v-1
[v-1
[a-]
[n-]
[o-]
[n-1
[1-]

s s
Xuwen

/ku/
/heu/
/éu/
/ti/
/hi/
/xa/
/neu/

/nﬁi/
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The f0110w1ng examples illustrate rule (i) where Anc1ent
Chinese yln plng tone becomes the mid-level tone in Xuwen :

Aok S NWH S| X

W

Examples for rule (ii) where Anc1ent Chinese

'ice!

'wind'
'knife'
'gold'
'chicken'
'flower'
"blow'
'fragrant'
'deep'

'three'

/psm/
/huém/
=y
/kim/
/xoi/
/hue/
/Sui/
/phag/
/@im/

/té/

Nl

% W3

tone becomes the low level tone in Xuwén

TRAHKCEHE

'to escape' /thau/
'thunder’' /1loi/
'goose' /no/
'person' /nan/
"lake' /ha/
'before/ahead' /tsai/
'coal' /ve/
'snake’ /tsua/

'book'
'shirt!
'hear'
'sheep'

'3rd person

sg. pronoun'

Examples for rule (iv) where Ancient Chinese yin qu

becomes the rising tone in Xuwén :

el
.2
%
%
2
)%

'pour’
'pants'
'meaning’'
'to laugh'
'odorous'

'sleep'

/t5/
/xhet/
/1/
/pit/
/tpién/
/kiau/

§ =

e

/ts&/
/ta/
/ehia/
/is/
/i/

’ £
vyang ping

'old woman' /ph5/
'slanted' /tia/
tshin® /pPe/
"to come’ /1lai/
'room' /pan/
"door' /muai/
'difficult' /narn/
tone
'to release' /pan/
'four' /ti/
"explore' /tham/
'expensive' /xai/

Examples for rule (v) where Ancient Chinese yang qu tone

. . r A 4
becomes the mid—-level tone in Xuwen
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4% 'chain' /lien/
T 'below' [=/
i 'hat' /méu/
iﬁ 'bad' /hué.i/
¥ '"then' /teit/
B 'rigt /i&/
(opposite of
left)’

A COLLOQUIAL DIALECT OF

44
J3
#
%

9

'younger /mue/
sister'

'urine' /15/

*gick? /pé/

"nose' /phi/
'tree' /ﬁi&/

The main features of tone change from Ancient Chinese to

Xdwen are,

(a) the Ancient Chinese tones yin shing (pfZ2E ) and yang
shing ( f% £ ) have merged into a falling tone in

Xuwen ;

(b) Ancient Chinese yang ru ( fh A ) tone is split into a

short (checked syllable) low tone

’ ’
Xuwen ;

and a mid-level in

123

(c) the Ancient Chinese tones yIn ping (f4 # ) and yang qu
(#% % ) have merged into the mid-level tone in Xuwen

(d) it is possible that the Ancient Chinese yang
k) tone has been split into a falllng tone

level tone in Xuwen. Further evidence is needed to as-—

certain this change.

Ir.2. Initials

shing ( f#

and a mid-

.
]

Ancient Chinese Xdwén Examples
12 *p— /p—-/ A 'ice'; X 'classifier for book'
& 'dad'; 4f 'father's older brother'
/\ "eight' ; § 'hundred' ; st 'north'
7F *f- Ih={ &L "wind'
/p—/ ¥ 'square' ; F 'to release' ;
% 'room'
;&  *ph- /ph—-/ $# 'to swat'
5{ *fh /ph-/ % 'fragrant'
4  *b- /ph-/ # 'elderly woman' ; AR 'friend' ;
¢, 'to run' ;‘% 'nose' ; X 'skin'
o=/ 48 (H ) 'cheap' ; :é. "thin'

% *yy— /p-/ /& 'house'

pe 'fat'
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Ancient Chinese

7

&2

&

M (G

*I“._

F—

*th—

Fed—

i

*qr

o g-

*tg -

*dz—

sz
Xuweén

Iv—/
[v=/

/t—=/
/eh-/
/th-/

/t=/

/n=/

/ts—/
[£sP-/
fE=f
1~/
/te—/
Frg=f
/ te=/
/s=/
/tgh-/
fa—{
/e—/
/tg=/

le—/

C. LI & S. THOMPSON
Examples

P 'bright' ; £ 'body hair' ; #t
"busy' ; P9 'door' ; 4 'mother' ;
% 'pretty’ ;‘fg 'to scold' ; t§
'hat' ; B 'eye'
){jg‘ "coal' ; £#8 'plum’' ; K 'horse'
4 'negative particle' ; L 'litera-
ture! ,ﬁ, 'ten thousand'
77 "knife' ; #8 'short in length' ;
,/fg— 'obtain' ; /3] 'pour'
& 'swallow' ;}g"hear' s Bk 'lower
limb' ; I 'explore' ; ﬁﬁc‘ 'iron'
i€ "to escape' ; 8 'head' ; #F 'su-
gar' é‘g 'to study'
4] 'copper' ; 4 'classifier for
dog; anake, €tc.": 37 'younger bro-
ther' ; K 'big' ; j§ 'way'
% 'male (human)' ; £ 'difficult' ;
42 'slave' ; 45 'milk'
¢ 'middle’
é? "table'
'pig' ; %k 'a surname’
'to grow' ; B ‘'straight'
'brother's children'

'bottle' ; % ‘'walk'

v

B ERrS

elder sister' ; 38 'wine'

u‘&? "mouth'
;% "shallow'

Fe

'thick, rough' ; 4 'thousand'

W

'seven'
&% 'money' ; % 'before, in front
of' ; ¥t 'then'

% 'wall'
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Ancient Chinese Xdwén

N ks— /s=/
[t~/
/g—/
¥ *z- Je=i
& te- /tg-/
F e Itp=/
/s=1/
5 *ag fea=/
/ts=/
s =1
/s=/
/p—/
B *z red
/e—/
/ts—/
g - Jx-1
_-;‘& *pho /xh-/
B *g- /k=/
/xB=/

£ *0 /n-/

/v—/
/h—-/

Examples

A& 'star'

34 'erandson (paternal)’' ; ﬁ Ysuit-
case' ; % (4) '"mister' ; :‘f,. 'to
wash' ; w 'four' ; % 'snow'

% 'to laugh'

4% 'slanted'

4¥ 'clock'

. 'odorous'

X 'blow'

ﬁ 'eat'

¢7, 'snake'

)‘(i. 'cook, burn' ; & 'body' ; _g

'book'

4 'public' ;3 A (K& ) '"today' ;

£ 'gold' ; i) 'country' ; £#
'chicken' ; @ 'tortoise' ; % 'fa-
mily' ; £ 'fruit'; i 'to talk' ;
—ﬁ' 'precious’' ; 5,%, 'harbour'

ﬁﬁ 'open' ; @, 'air'; }; "pants’' ;
4% 'to go' ; BA 'sleepy' ; ;ﬁ 'to
depend on' ; R 'fast' ; ;§ '"thirsty'
g 'mother's brother'

g 'worn out'

%'goose' ; 4k 'silver' ; Z 'five' ;
¥ "noon'

,’ff 'cattle'

@ 'fish'
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Ancient Chinese Xuwén Examples

ﬁﬁ *x— /h=/ ft, 'flower' ; # 'fragrant'; % 'el-
der brother' ; ﬁk 'be glad’ ‘f 'to

smoke' ; 4% "good' ; /,’i 'tiger' ; B

sea
I *v- /h=/ 38 'lake' ; @ 'rain' ; 3§, 'appear' ;
& 'box' ; 1"2 'bad'
/k=/ 47 'walk' ,‘f-@ 'to hang' ; ,{ Vemld' 3
Z; ‘thick'
&~/ ,g§ 'learn' ; T 'descend, down' ;

A& 'to right (side)' ; 4% 'behind' ;
§% 'shoe' ; #£ 'throat'

£ *1- /1-/ % 'thunder' ; Ef 'young man' ; ;§,
'cold' ; K 'to come' ; %’ 'zero"' ;
f* Ychain' 3 5& 'street' 3 A
'six' ; % 'old'

rff? *ne /n—/ AL 'person' ; = "two'
/h—/ B 'ear' ; @) 'meat'
W Ep- =y % 'shirt, clothing' ; 4% 'kill®

We do not have data to show the Xiwén reflexes of the fol-
lowing Ancient Chinese initials : 4§ *Ph—, PR *g—, MR *tp-,
A7 *tjh-, T *dz- &3 *?—, The XGwén data we have are also in-
sufficient in a number of cases to establish firmly the modern
Xuwen reflexes of certain Ancient Chinese initials. However,
the following Xiiwén reflexes of Ancient Chinese initials appear
to be well supported by our data :

-

Ancient Chinese Xdwén
(i) Voiceless unaspirated stops are retained
P P
v > t
k k
(1ii) Voiceless aspirated stops are retained
ph =
th > th
«h | xh



A GRAMMATICAL DESCRIPTION OF XUWEN : A COLLOQUIAL DIALECT OF 127
LEI-ZHOU PENINSULA

(i1i) Ancient Chinese voiced stops are split into voice-
less unaspirated stops and voiceless aspirated stops. Our da-
ta suggest that Ancient Chinese voiced bilabial and alveolar
stops have mostly become voiceless and asplrated when the tone
is a plng (¥ ) tone. When the tone is not a plng (,¥-) tone,
voiced bilabial and alveolar stops tend to become voiceless
and unaspirated. We have only tree Xtwen reflexes of the An—
cient Chinese voiced velar stop. They include unaspirated and
aspirated stops. Even in the case of the voiced alveolar and
bilabial stops, the above-mentioned tendencies are not strong
according to our limited data. In the following tables, we pre-
sent all the morphemes involving Xuwen reflexes of Ancient
Chinese voiced stops with their complete phonological inform—
ation.

dé&ng | Ancient| yun

initials
morpheme Xtwen| she € kaiy, o (M Chinese N e
tone %) Ihé }kou I'g‘}a ¥ tone (1!

3 : A D ¥
'elder _‘ & hé kdu ping % ﬁ
woman'

E
ﬁﬁ & P v - ¥ JAS

o
TN
3

(o]

"friend'| _J a kai kdu

B3

] o
e Jre

\\

¥
el — kai kdu ping =
'sI}i'.n' — - :z]i kt;u = p)zng % *
'f'ser i - :;]1 :511 = fﬁ )| &

Table 1 : Ancient Chinese Xtuwen

[b] —_— [pP]
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L \ - v . N . e
morpheme| Xuwen| she (Jli) k?l]kau {5{]] o déng Ant.:lent yun initials
tone he & ﬁ Chinese %ﬁ
tone
B . B o A
"thin' % kai kdu - ra é? 2
] A/l o %
"sick' Z£3 kai kdu = qu R ¥
4 - 51&] = JT"
iR () i - = A i k7
'cheap' : kai kdu ping
Table 2 : Ancient Chinese XGwen
[b] ——> [p]
r ’ - W . ~ - . .
morpheme Xuwen kaiyp, v (& déng|Ancient|yun|initials
tone she (—,f%.) he }ko {é\]a _'35 Chinese %ﬁ
tone
5 | ok wWoe |- ¥ g oz
'head' kai kdu ping
3 £ 7 .
ik Al B ¥ :
'escape ] X kai kdu ping % z
¥ . Al o _ | F i
‘sugar' o] B kai kdu ping %
g’ﬁ’ (%) - B n — A é /z
'study' . # hé kdu ra :
Table 3 Ancient Chinese Xuwen

[4]

[£P]
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L4 v i -~ o G .
morpheme Xuwen a kaiy . o ql déng|Ancient |yun finitials
tone she (Jﬁ') ihé }kou{g}p j; Chinese ‘g'i
tone
% ¢ :
2] £ b
'younger i) % Fﬁ_] w Z_
brother' kai kdu shang
j’\ ‘g ﬂ’(t] =) %\ rx /i
'big" 3 : k3i kdu o ]
'earth' ks kai kdu = |qu ﬁi
& R o £
o &
'way' _—{ X kai kdu — |shang b2 ‘ﬁi
hé,
'classi- 5
- E —
fier for __l # & v w | ¥ " i
snake, - L z
app, ! kai kou ping
A 0 a |Sa |- e (R A
'copper’ hé kdu ping
Table 4 : Ancient Chinese Xuwén
[da] ——> [t]
morpheme Xawen . K5 3¥%n Ancient |yun |initials
tone She(Jéh) S }kéu{zg}ﬂ 9 lchinese -
and i- ﬁF tone '%ﬂ
nitial
£3
] o £
7 A1 o | e 2 |osg | % | 2
'mother's |k- by 1l kai kdu shang
brother
3
2% I~ = % 22
'old ’ kh_A P ﬁ‘u kai k& = ~ ;ﬁ ﬁ’
worn out' = e
45 Bl o %
'wife of k- _4 : - ¥ z s S
mother's Jﬁ kad %ol ™
‘brother'

Table 5 : Xuwen reflexes of Ancient Chinese
voiced velar stop [g]
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(iv) The Ancient Chinese liquid [1] and alveolar nasal [n]
remain unchanged in XGwén :

Ancient Chinese Xtwen
1 1 %
—_—
n n

(v) The Ancient Chinese labial- dental nasal [m] mostly becomes
the only voiced initial in X(wén, the labial-dental or bi-
labial fricative, /v/ [w/.

Ancient Chinese Xuwen
[y] ——  [v]~[w]
(vi) The Ancient Chinese bilabial nasal [m] is retained in most

. . . ’, 7
cases. In cases of exceptions, it has become /v/ in Xuwen.
No conditioning factors are found for the exceptions.

Ancient Chinese Xawen
{[m]
[m] =¥ [v] ~ [w]

(vii) The Ancient Chinese voiceless velar fricative [x] be-
comes [h] in Xweén.

Ancient Chinese Xuwen

[x] > [n]

(viil) Changes of Ancient Chinese fricatives 1nto stops are com-
mon in XGwen. Such changes have been observed in most Min
dialects spoken on the island, Hainan, which is in close
proximity to Xuwen. In our data, the change from the la-
bial fricatives /£f/, /v/ to /p/ and from the alveolar
fricative /s/ to the alveolar stop /t/ is prelalent ; the
changes from the palatal fricative /@/ and the alveo-pala-
tal fricative /[/ to alveolar stop /t/ and from the voiced
velar fricative /y/ to velar stop /k/ are common.

To sum up this discussion of 1n1tlals from Ancient Chinese
to quen we should point out that Xuwen is a colloquial dia-
lect and our consultant's inability to read prevented us from
obtaining data that do not occur in her speech. Thus, pronunc-
iations of the literary morphemes of rhyme dictionaries cannot
be elicited, rendering our data insufficient for establishing
rules of phonological changes from Ancient Chinese to modern
XGwén. Another factor worth noting is interdialectal influence.
There is not doubt that our consultant's speech has been in-
fluenced by Yue dialects. For example, the Xuwén morpheme for

'mosquito’ (BX.) is pronounced /man/. It has the same phonolo-
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gical form as 'literature' (L ) in Ancient Chinese ;é'ﬂﬁp

$ Jl‘# ’ i"i 4“‘5 'Literature' (.;() how-
ever, 1s pronounced as /v1q/111quen. Since the Ancient Chlnese
vang ping ( H%*? ) tone has become the low level tone in Xuwen,
and the Ancient Chinese labial-dental nasal [q] has mostly be-
come the voiced labial-dental fricative /v/ in quen we can in-
fer that /mag/ 'mosquito' is probably a loan word in Xawén. The
likely source of this loan is a Yue dialect which is also spo-
ken in Xuwén. In standard Yue, the word for 'mosquito' is pro-
nounced as [men] with a high tone,

I7.3. Finals.

We have already stated that the three stops [-p], [- t],
[-k] and the three nasals [-m}, [-n], [-n], all occur in XdU-
wén finals. Our data show that there are as many words which
have lost their final stops as there are words which have re-
tained\their final stops. For these words with Ancient Chi-
nese ru ( A ) tone and voiced initials, we have already sta-
ted that where the final [p], [t], [k] is retained, the modern
Xdwén tone is low level, and where the final stop is lost, the
modern Xdwén tone is mid-level. For those words with Ancient
Chinese ru tone and voiceless initials, the loss or retention
of the final stop depends on the Ancient Chinese vowel preced-
ing the stop. If the nuclear vowel is a low vowel in Ancient
Chinese, the final stop is lost ; otherwise, the final stop
is retained. Thus, we have the following rule that applies to
words with Eﬁ tone :

Ancient Chinese Xuwén
-P
-t > ¢/ [low vowel ]
-k
Examples
Morpheme Ancient Chinese XUwén
form form
P& 'duck’ [?ap] [a]
® rsnow’ [sj=t] [toi]
ﬁl 'iron' [thiet] [thi]
8 'swat? [ pPok ] [pha]
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Morpheme Ancient Chinese Xawén
form form
é% 'table' [$ok] [tsh;]
16 '"father's ol- [pok ] [p;]
der brother'
‘17"2 eill? [ J=t] [tu;]
5% "thirsty' [khat] [khu;]
- 'one' [?jet] [;t]
&)  'country' [kuek] [k;k]
L 'north' [pok] [pak]
43‘ 'obtain' [tok] [t;k]
Table 6 : Morphemes with yvin ru (P§ A ) tone in Ancient Chinese

As for the final nasals, there appears to be,a'great deal
of idiosyncratic change from Ancient Chinese to Xuwen. A final

nasal may be lost, retained, or changed to another nasal. The
following examples will illustrate the changes :

Morpheme Ancient Chinese Xdwén
form form
I
A tice! [pjen] [pen]
i
Y4 'star’ [sien] [ s]
1
K 'sky' [tPien] [tPi]
£ 'gold' [kjem] [kim]
I
2 'today’ [kjem] [kig]
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Morpheme Ancient Chinese Xuwen
form form
@ 'eagle' [?3en] [yim]
= 'three' [sam] [té}
ﬁﬁ 'before' [dzien] [tsail]
i?r 'chain' [1iuen] [1isn]
A. 'person' [njen] [nag]
ﬂ? 'zero' [1ien] [1agp]

Our data indicate that final alveolar nasal is rare. In most
cases, it is either lost ormerged with the velar nasal.

ITI. THE CLASSIFICATION OF XUWEN IN CHINESE DIALECTS

In the preceding discussion, we have pointed out that XGwen
possesses various phonological and syntactic characteristics
that are typical of Southern Chinese dialects. The location of
Xiwén, of course, is almost the southern-most region of coastal
Chlna. The questlon concerning the classificatory status of
quen, then, is a matter of choice among three dialect famllles:
Min, Yue, and Hakka. Our impression in the field was that Xtwen
belongs to the Southern Min family. We will, therefore, proceed
from there. First of all, we will present the 1eX1ca1 ev1dence
involving a sample of bas1c vocabulary items from quen Chao-
zhou (Southern Min), Gudngzhou (Yue), and Méixian (Hakka) :



‘p,3u0d

ci[eu]  yoisx) celeu]  gs[rex] [esfoal ee[rox] | zylea]l ee[rox] Yy Uy,
Lg[1ns] GE[&ds] go[Tnsa] Zy[Tns3] NEEEEEDY
ICERT rzfurd] cg[u] Vvl y 2=k,
Z[xnsa] ¢[sns3a] Y ELT TERTY fif ,@8p1iiod,
!
¢t [eysa] 1z[eys3] ¢G[@3] ge[=a] 152 ECER
21 [Tou] bz[vou] ¢G[end] Li[3a] B (180D,
yy[ns3] €S[&T3] ge[m] ge[ma] By ,31d,
pplcd] 1e[net] gnl2s1|es[on] €z[mot] ce[Tes] es[er] cefbou] [zy[erx] 11[bou] £ yf p P
pylony] pgfrl] celresa] gz[t(] cefTu] ge[Tu] T 1e?,
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Morpheme Xuwen Chaozhou Guingzhou Meixian
(Southern (Yue) (Hakka)
Min)

'rain' Wy [heu]33 [hou]35 [3v]23 [3i]31

"to eat'®s | [teia]33 [tsia?]4 [sik]2 [sot]4

"often' f$ [ti]11[ti]11 | [si]55[si]55| [yil21[5il21| [sl112[son]12

"be! R [ti]33 [si]35 [hai]22 [he]42

'"book' F [tsu]l1 [ts1]133 [ry153 [sul4k

'to walk' £ | [kia]l1 [kia]55 [hap]21 [hag]12

Vol da {?é? [tua]33 | tad]22

brother' [hia]33 [a]33 [hi&]33]|[lou]23 [a]44 [kol44

'son' & F | [kials2 [xid]53 [tsail21 [1ai]42[€]

The similarity between the Xiwén forms and the Ch&ozhou
forms in the preceding example lexicon is too str1k1ng and con-
sistant to be a result of chance. Since quen is geographlcal-
ly closer to Méixiin and Guingzhou than to Chaozhou, it 1s un-
11ke1y that the similarity between the Xiwén forms and Ch&o-
zhou forms is a result of borrowing. It is worth noting from
the preceding sample of basic vocabulary that Ancient Chlnese
fricatives have become affricates in several entries in Chao-
zhou and quen whereas they remain as fricatives in Guangzhou
and Méixidn ('book' ¥ , eat' ’i» , 'water'aK ). Another in-
teresting fact is that the Xuwen initial [v] corresponds to
[b] or [u] in Chéozhou and nasals in the other two dialects.

An important criterion for classifying a dialect into the
Min group is the reflexes of the Ancient Chinese voiced stops.
According to Norman (1970), the voiced stops of Ancient Chinese
are split into voiceless aspirated or voiceless unaspirated
stops in all tones in Min. This split is unconditioned. Our
scanty data show a tendency for voiced bilabial and voiced al-
veolar stops to become voiceless aspirated stops when the tone
is plng (. ) tone. This tendency, however, is not strong
enough to constitute a contradiction to the principle stated by
Norman (see Table 1, Table 5 for data). This tendency suggests
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that Xuwen shares with Yue dialects a property regarding the

reflexes of Ancient Chinese voiced initials. But we can also

point to the lack of consistency of this property in XGwen

and suggest that it 1s similar in that respect to Min dialects.
Norman (1970) also noted that the Min dialects have a

number of lexical items not found in other dialects. The follow-—

ing are some exemples from four Min dialects including Xtwen.

Morpheme Xtwen Chéaozhou Flzhou Xiamén

"foot' B% [kPa]33 [xPa]33 xPalas [xPa]55
"house' }E [so]24 [tsPu]213 [tsPus]213 [tshu]11
ki1l & [tua]55 [tPailss [thai]s52 [+Pai]24
'bland"%g [tpia]42 [ts1&]53 [tsiap]31 [ts1i&]51

Finally, Norman (1970) stated that the bilabials of Ancient Chi-
nese which become labio-dentals in other dialects families have
remained bilabials in Min. This rule certainly applies to Xuwen.
Those XUwén morphemes which have /v/ ~ /w/ corresponding to the
Ancient Chinese bilabial nasal do not belong to & 12 = 2;
and therefore, are not exceptions to the rule.

The unusual characteristic of XGwen within the Min dialect
family is the lack of tone sandhi. Most Min dialects have com-
plex tone sandhi phenomena.

To sum up, we conclude that Xuwen is a Min dialect, in par-
ticular, belonging to the Southern Min group. It has all of the
characteristics of Southern Chinese dialects and it shares most
of the features of Min proposed by Norman (1970).
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APPENDIX : A Sample Lexicon of Xuwen

A. NOUNS

I. Nature, natural phenomena

t. K
2. CIE 2
3. K
4. )4
5 &L
6 ¥
7. Co)
8. % g
9. 3A
10. | 72
1. X
12. $1)
13. & £
II. Animals
14. 78
15. £ »
16. £
17. £ %
18. At
19. )3
0. KA
21. %
22. 2 ¥
23. 3 ¥
24. 5
25. NN

sun
moon
ice
star
wind
thunder
rain
sea
lake
SNow
sky
earth

climate

duck
goose
tiger
mouse
eagle
deer
sparrow
cow (generic)
bull
cow
horse

stallion

/It thau/
/vé nis/
/p;n/
/s=/
/huén/
/1loi/
/héu/
/hai/
/hu/
/toil
/thi/
/tif

/thi xkhg/

/al/

/na/
/heu/
/nidu su/
/yim ps/
Jui kia/
/tpiéu me/
/va/

/va kén/
/va vd/
/va/

/v kog/

137

(*) The characters in this lexicon represent the Mandarin moxr-
phemes which may not be the phonological equivalents of the

, 7 .
Xuwen entries.
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26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.

IIT.

47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54,
55.

#.%

N7 ]

“ ¥
4 $#
O
%% 58
5 &,
%3
13§
% ¥E
|47
Wi 4%
E o4

Plants

1 o
%
1 7t
3
F 3
y 3
1y
WE
* &

mare
pig

boar

sow

dog

male dog
bitch
sheep

cat
chicken
rooster
hen

small chick
dragonfly
tortoise
frog
mosquito
fly

snake
spider

bee

plum flower
flower

cotton

rice plant in the

rice uncooked

peanut
tree
tree leaf

fruit

C. LT & S. THOMPSON

/v vs/
Jea ~ th/
/tu ko/
Jtu vS/
/kau/
/kau kéq/
/kau vd/
/is/
/niau/
/koi/
/kéi théu/
/kéi vd/
/koi kid/
/ni;m mi/

/s& ké/

/kap na/~ /kap

/mag/

/hegu tin/~/htu t%/

/tsua/
/quo ne/
/pPan/

/ve hué/
/hue/

/mi hué/

]
field /tiu/

/vi/

/huén téu/
Agi&/
/pi& hié/

/tsué kuE/
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56.
57.
58.

IV.

59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.

V.

76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.

5

@ AN
R

Time

#
5%
"A %

% 4
#
5 K

9 K
[}
Bt K
#l &

y<
¥ &

+ F

&
ARKTH
U A

4% R

% A
# B
7
L%
(7
#
%
2
A%
K

orange Lﬁin/
watermelon /téi kut/
apple /pPig kut/
year /hi/~ /hl/
this year /kig hi/
next year /mze hi/
last year /khﬁ hi/
year before last /tséi hi/
today /kin it/
tomorrow /hig it/

i -m
day after tomorrow /au it/
! t
yesterday /tsam moi/

day before yesterday /tsai yit/

night /ree hoi/

morning /tsa tién/ /tsa tié/
before noon /gsis nﬁ/

afternoon /é nu/

this afternoon /kin it é gu/

' ' - A
yesterday morning /tsam moi tgio nu/

l -
hour /tsiag thau/

Food and drink

pork /ta him/
pig liver /t& kué/
bean curd /téu h&/
egg /kéi nﬁi/
duck egg /; n&i/
rice porridge /mut /

tea [t/

wine /gpiﬁ/
cooked rice or meal /mue/

water /tsul/

139
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36. g XE honey (/phan/) /ths/
87. 8. f£ish /ni/
88. 4P mi 1k /n2/
VI. Minerals |
89. & gold /kim/
90. Sk silver /ra:!m/
91. £ copper /tan/
92. Jf’ﬁ, “iron /thz/
93. X#‘ coal Jvel ~[vel
94. y 2 stone /tpi:gl
VII. Body parts
95. 14 foot /xba/
96. fa head /thau/
97. A& hair /thau w3/~ /thau hue/
98. Bﬁaﬁ eye /mak/
99. :? Z nose /ph:!L/

.
100. 1 heart /tim/
101. ¥ ¥ ear /hi/
102. —/4 & & one ear /ist kai hi/
103. éﬁﬁ' plg ear /t1l1 hli/
104. "z mouth /sul/
105. ¥ hand /ein/
106. Z ¥ left hand /tsd pia/
107. % % right hand /iu gid/
108. Bikk lower limb /tPul/
109. X Bx  thigh /tua tPul/
110. % Rk pig leg /t1|1 thul/
111. 1] throat /au 1li¥y/
VIII. Human
112. A person /nan/

- i — -—
113. 5 A man /ni kon nan/~ /nam nag/
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114, + A woman- /nl nagp/

115. d 3% F child/kid /noy kia/

116. AR A friend /phig yu/

117. £ A old person /1;.u nayg/

118. Bf young man /15/

IX. Kinship

119. L paternal grandfather /tstu kc'm/
120. 8 A paternal grandmother /tstu phs/
121. % dad /pz/

122. 4545 mom /nz/

123. A 3, mother /mai/

124. 19 L elder brother of father /pa-e pa'e/

125. 1% 4 wife of older brother of father /p;e mai/ N/p;, n®/
126. g g mother's brother /k1'1 pa;e/

127. B & wife of mother's brothe'r /kim|mai/ ~fkim n®/
128. %% elder brother (/tua/) /hi?/

129. } % younger brother l/l?:lu ti/

130. 4B 4R elder sister (/tua/) /tei/

131. 41143\ younger sister /n:l'. mux::/ ~ /nJ!. mus/
132. #* 3 grandson (son of son) /tllzn kia/
133. {24 niece (brother's daughter) /tFiEk ni/
134. 4 4f son-in-law /15 ka/

135. 94 5 son /kid/

X. Miscellaneous

136. £ F3 4 gold chain /kim lilen/

137. ¥ 5 shoe /oi/

138. ﬁé— pants /xhel/

139. s hat /mau/

140. EL 4 towel /piﬁ kin/

141. ﬁ money /tgi/

142. 5 F house /so/

143. j 7y kitchen /gi pan/

A COLLOQUIAL DIALECT OF
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144, %
145. % %
146. B %
147. £ %
148. 555
149, 7 e
150. ¥
151. 433
152. 2
153. % 4
154. g 2
155. K %8
156. PY
157. %
158. #* AR
159. 7
160. 18

B. CLASSIFIERS

161. — 4% &
162. — /4] A
163. — % 4B
164, — 4% &,
165. — 13 4]
166. — F %
167. — £E4%
168. — H&:H

169. — % &
170. - &7

171. - ¥ §
172. —# B/ F
173. - 181 £ 3%
174, - & %

175.

~ERF 2

wall

table

chair

study desk
suitcase

bed

a dish of food
street
umbrella

music

self

leather suitcase
door

book

clothing

knife

letter

cow
person
chicken
fish
tree
flower
meal

bottle of wine

N

cigarette

knife

']

pair of shoes

[\

a house
a box
a wall

chair

C. LI & S. THOMPSON

/eid/

/tsha/

/il

/tsﬁ tshs/

Jtio/

/tsho/

/séi/

/1el/

/tua/

/im yok /

/ka ki/

JphE tis/

/mui/

/tsu/

/ta/

/€]

/tin/
/idat k3i v/
/iat kai nagp/
/iat kai k&i/
/iat tiau hu/
/i3t ki giu/
/iat phéu hué/
/iat thi mug/
/iat tsun q;iﬁ/
/iit tidu hop/
/iat p® to/
/iat tiég oi/
/iat ts= sb/
/iat kai hap/
/iat p;k &id/
/iat tio yi/
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176. — 48} A%
177. ~ 48 3R
178. -+ %
C. PRONOUNS
179. #
180. 4§,
181. f2
182. 2 1P¥
183. 15 7Y
184. #e 174
D. NUMERALS
185. -
186. =
187. z
188. w
189. 2
190. A
191. e
192. s\
193. 7L
194. +
195. + -
196. x4+ -
197. JAR T
198. X+
199. 2+t A
200. =z +
201. - B
202. -~ g R -
203. -4

206. -4 RZ
205. - ¥

A COLLOQUIAL DIALECT OF

- l -—
/iat tio tsh3/

a bed

a head /iat kxai thau/

a book /i3t pul tsd/

1st person singular /va/

2nd person singular /1u/

3rd person singular /i/ ~/1/
tst person plural /va nan/
2nd person plural /14 nay/
3rd person plural /i nag/~/i nag/
one /iat/ ~ /ist/

two /n;/

three /té/

four /ti/

five /n;u/

six /1ak/

seven /p;t/

eight /p;i/

nine /xau/

ten /tsap/

eleven /tsap It/

seventy-one

seventy-six

sixty

fifty-six

thirty

one
one
one
one

ten

hundred

/FIt tsap it/

/eit tsap lak/
/lak tsap/

' - -—
/pneu tsap lak/

' -
/ta tsap/

/iat p;/

hundred and one /iat pee lap it/

]
thousand /iat sai/

- ' - (
thousand and five /iat sai lag peu/

- '
thousand /iat vag/

143
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206. - E x - ten thousand and one /iat v::u:] lap zt/
207. -8 % one million /iat p; vén/
208. -4 % ten million /iat sai vén/
VERBS AND ADJECTIVES

209. 43 collapse /t>/

210. 1&] pour /t5/

211. k. escape /thau/

212. ,g . learn /:|)/

213. ¥ ¥x like /tsoni/  /hua hY/
214. @ have/exist /&/

215. T & to thunder /lol ph;/

216. T 2 to snow /15 toi/

217. T @ to rain /15 heu/

218. Xﬁ, to roast /ti:|>/

219. 43 good /h>/

220. s bad /huai/

221. % go /xhi/

222. £ old /1au/

223. vy, eat /t,ci::l/

224. v drink /im/

225. /? see /5/

226. XA have not /v3/

227. 5, hear /thia/

228. {: bite /kz;/

229. = swallow /thllm/

230. 78 blow /sui/

231. % find /tut/

232. Yk jump /tis/

233. T hit /pha/

234. }8 (&) run /tsau/

235. 7 wash /tdi/

236. >4 5. bathe /tdi tig/

237. 7/}

cut with knife

/tsgi/
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238.
239.
240.
241.
242,
243.
244,
245.
246.
247.
248.
249.
250.
251.
252.
253.
254.
255.
256.
257.
258.
259.
260.
261.
262.
263.
264.
265.
266.
267.
268.
269.
270.
271,

7
5
32

» X 55

s
X
3
9

&N
A X

%%

= *9 % S

A3
ok B
4
N4
K1
)
1% &L
vk
#F
%

A
Jr (48)

B W eR

2
S

cut with scissors

say
kill

ask

yell
laugh

cry

scold
quarrel
fight
many

cold

cool

hot
fragrant
odorous
busy
hungry
thirsty
sleep
urinate
defecate
sick

to have acold
cough
dizzy
tall/high
big

small

short (in height)

long

short (in length)
thick (in diameter)

thin (in diameter)

A COLLOQUIAL DIALECT OF

/xa/

/x3/
/tu;/
/mﬁi/
/hibm/
/@il/
/xhéu/
e,

/tiﬁ tsé/
/oha ka/
/tsoi/
/kua/
/1i3/
/1ua/
/phan/
/tgiau/
/mén/
/oif

/au khu;/
/xhoi kibu/
/phy io/
/pan tai/

/pe/

/tiém huén/
/ka thu/
/thau hin/
/kuai/
/tua/
/t5i/

/3i/

/t3/

[t/

/séu/

/iG/
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272.
273.
274.
275.
276.
277.
278.
279.
280.
281.
282.
283.
284.
285.
286.
287.
288.
289.
290.
291.
292.
293.
294.
295.
296.
297.
298.
299.
300.
301.
302.
303.
304.
305.

T8H

8
oY

NG

Do Boe T e e B

S AR

ab

¥#.5¥

(ws

thy 18

47 Bk

nE
R (41
s ALY
i 1
R

B %
A 4%

thick

thin

fat

square
deep
shallow
straight
slanted
difficult
easy
expensive
cheap
bland

take

open (door)
depend on
play

visit

be

give

clean
fierce
careful
comfortable
move
leisurely
walk
understand
study

fast

far

return home
cook

write

C. LI & S. THOMPSON

/kéu/
/po/
/pui/
/4 pan/
/ pim/
/tehitn/
/tik/
/tia/
/nag/
/iy i/
/kui/
/pén i/
/tF?E/
/lia/
/khui/
/khéu/
/ném/
/thém/
/ti/
/xhi/
/thaz/

/o €Y/
/t5i tim/
[tio/
/thag/
/tik 3i/
/kia/
/mig/
/thak tsu/
/xbut/
/hui/
/tu} sh/
/tsu mue/

/tia/
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306. L 3t go to work /tso> kag/

307. ) 1 buy Jvdi/

308. ‘ﬁ sell /v:l>i/

309. * send /tén/

310. 14 ﬁé earn money /thag tel/

311 .j i (ﬁi) spend /tai/

312. 22 3& know /p;k/

313. vk £ dance /€Pidu v/

314. L to labor /tui kag/

315. 1 live /xhia/

316. -3 be at /tlll/

317. A use /you/

318. 5? . pretty /hityg/

319. dr red /ag/

320. ,’H é, have headache /thau thia/

321. i teach /k& su/

322. leave /tsau/

323. . 2 dead /tl/

324. 52 obedient /thia kd/
F. OTHER

325. »’L first (adv.) /xhut téi/

326. "Q 'f& slowly /m::m még/

327. 1% #3) very /hd/

328. & this /ia/

329, Ap that /ha/

330. . ,5[] negative imperative /vo/

331. A with (commitative) /kan/

332. & not /v3/

333, B ik should /yin/

334. 34t now /hina/

335. A% where e/

147
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