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Charles li & sandra thompson 

A GRAMMATICAL DESCRIPTION OF XUWEN 

A COLLOQUIAL DIALECT OF LEI-ZHOU 

PENINSULA (Partii) 

II. FROM ANCIENT CHINESE TO XUWEN 

It was observed in Section I that Xuw^n retains the Ancient 
Chinese syllable-final /p/, /t/, /k/ and /m/, /n/, /n/. For ini
tials, however, the voicing contrast among stops and affricates 
in Ancient Chinese is lost. The only voiced initial of Xdwln is 
the labial dental fricative /v/ which does not have a voiceless 
counterpart. In the following discussion of Xuwen and Ancient 
Chinese phonology, we will focus on the tones and the initials. 
The sound system of Ancient Chinese is that of the. Qie-yun sys
tem. 

II. 1. Tones 

The following rules illustrate the change of the tonal 
system from Ancient Chinese to Xuwen. 

Ancient Chinese Xuwen 

(i) yln ping (f%^{~) mid-level 

(ii) yáng ping ( Щ} -f" ) low-level 

(iii) yîn shâng ( ЙГ Ï- >
falUng 

yáng shâng ( f ̂  _£. ) 

Cah. de Ling. Asie Orientale Vol. XII №2 Décembre 1983, pp. 119-^148 
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(iv) yïn qù ( fi 4 ) 

(v) yáng qù ( f jjj £ ) 
(vi) yín rù (fi K) 

(vii) yáng rù ( ř4? A ) 

С. Ы & S. THOMPSON 

rising 
mid- level 

high-level 

low-level if final stop 
is retained 

mid-level if final stop 
is lost 

The Xuwen high-level tone is derived primarily from the 
Ancient Chinese tone у in rù (řf A ) . Similar to words with the 
Ancient Chinese tone yang rù ( f%j \ ) , words with Ancient 
Chinese yin ru (j^ \ ) tone fall into two classes of Xuwen 
words : those which retain the Ancient Chinese final stop and 
those which have lost the final stop. But both classes of Xuwen 
words deriving from the Ancient Chinese yin ru tone have ac
quired the high-level tone. The following are some examples : 

n 

'duck' 

* snow ' 

'iron' 

'to swat' 

/a/ 

/toi/ 
£ 

/Pha/ 
'father's 
elder brother' /раз/ 

It 

'kill' /tua/ 

'hundred' 

'toad' 

' seven' 

'country' 

'north' 

'obtain' 

'one' 

/P*/ 

/кар/ 

/čit/ 

/kok/ 

/pak/ 

/tik/ 
/It/ 

Examples illustrating rule (vii) above which shows the 
splitting of the Ancient Chinese yang ru tone on the basis of 
the loss or retention of the final stop are given below : 

В 'sun' 

'box' 

'eye' 

'brother' s 
children 

/yit/ 

/hâp/ 

/так/ 

'to learn' 
'stone' 

'eat' 

/o/ 
/tpio/ 

/tpiá/ 

■г 
Щ 

'hot' 
'thin' 

'fall' 

/luá/ 

/pi/ 

/li/ 

/tjsilk/ 
'six' I lak I 
'ten' /tsâp/ 

'straight' /tïk/ 

'meat' /hïp/ 

The Ancient Chinese yin shâng and yang shâng have merged 



A GRAMMATICAL DESCRIPTION OF XUWEN 
LEI-ZHOU PENINSULA 

A COLLOQUIAL DIALECT OF 121 

into the Xuwen falling tone as stated in rule (iii). All of the 
XÚwén falling tones derive from the Ancient Chinese shâng tones, 
e.g. 

yïn shâng yang shâng 

за 

A 

№ 

* 

tir 

-if 

* 

'sea' 

'tiger' 

'mouse' 

'dog' 

'left' 

'lower limb' 

'classifier 
for book' 

'classifier 
for knife' 

'short in 
height' 

'shallow' 

'to wash' 
'good' 

'hand' 

/hài/ 

/hW 

/su/ 

/kàu/ 

/tso/ 

/thuï/ 

/pul/ 

/pœ/ 

/ai/ 

/tehièn/ 

/toi/ 

/ho/ 

/eiù/ 

* 

* -*• 

■fc 

'1st person 
sg. pronoun' 

'2nd person 
sg. pronoun' 

'moon' 

'horse' 

'pretty' 

'female 
(human) ' 

•old' 

'female 
(animal) ' 

/va/ 

/1Ù/ 

/yù/ 

/va/ 

/mùi/ 

/ni/ 

/laù/ 

/vo/ 

Our data suggest that if an Ancient Chinese word with yang 
shâng tone has a voiced true consonant (i.e. stops, fricatives, 
affricates), its reflex in Xuwen is a mid-level tone. But we 
only have four items of data. They do not constitute sufficient 
evidence for us to formulate a rule. We also have four items of 
data which yield a mid-level tone as the Xuwen reflex of Ancient 
Chinese yang shâng tone with liquid or nasal initials. These data 
are given below : 

'mother's brother1 
'rain' 

'behind, later' 

'younger brother' 

'ear' 

'to bite' 

'five' 

'egg' 

Ancient Chinese 

initial 

[g-] 

[v-] 

[y-] 

[d-] 

[n-] 

[Ч-] 

Url 
[i-] 

Xuwen 

/ku/ 

/hêu/ 

/au/ 

/ti/ 

/hi/ 

/kà/ 

/qeu/ 

/nui/ 
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The following examples illustrate rule (i) where Ancient 
Chinese yin ping tone becomes the mid-level tone in Xuwen : 

я 
1) 

'ice1 

'wind' 

'knife' 

/peg/ 

/huag/ 

/ti/ 

/kim/ 

# 

* 

'book' 

'shirt' 

'hear' 

' sheep' 

'3rd person 
sg. pronoun' 

/tsu/ 

/ta/ 

/thià/ 

/ii/ 

/1/ 

£ 'gold' 
Ш 'chicken' /kôi/ 

#, 'flower' /hue/ 

py^ 'blow' /sui/ 

|f 'fragrant' /pnag/ i ?,^ 'deep' /sim/ 

5- 'three' /tá/ 

Examples for rule (ii) where Ancient Chinese yang ping 
tone becomes the low level tone in Xuwen : 

'to escape' 
'thunder' 

'goose' 

'person' 

'lake' 

'before/ahead' 

'coal' 

/tn5u/ 

/loî/ 

/дЗ/ 

/nan/ 

/hu/ 

/tsâi/ 

Nil 

II 

m 

'old woman' 
'slanted' 

•skin' 

' to come ' 

' room' 

'door' 

'difficult' 

/Ph3/ 

/tii/ 

/phl/ 

/lii/ 

/pin/ 

/mui/ 

/nan/ 
ÎZ, 'snake' /tsul/ 

Examples for rule (iv) where Ancient Chinese yin qu tone 
becomes the rising tone 

0j| 
'pour' 

jjyjt 
'pants' 

■f" ' meaning ' 

$ 'to laugh' 

Jb 'odorous' 

[$jl)& 'sleep' 

Examples for rule 

in Xuwen : 

/to/ fc 
/kh£U/ ce? 

/i/ ^ 

//»iú/ f 
/t/sian/ 

/kiau/ 

(v) where Ancient 

'to release1 
'four' 

'explore' 

'expensive' 

Chinese yang qu 

/paq/ 

/ti/ 

/thâm/ 

/kúi/ 

tone 
becomes the mid- level tone in Xuwen : 
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If 

т 

ti 

i»; 
h 

chain 
'below' 

'hať 
•bad' 

'then' 

'rigt 
(opposite of 
left)' 

/lien/ 

/i/ 

/mau/ 
/huai/ 

/teiù/ 

/iu/ 

* 

* 

younger sister' 

'urine' 

•sick' 

'nose' 

'tree' 

/mue/ 

/ii/ 
/pi/ 

/Phi/ 

//siu/ 

The main features of tone change from Ancient Chinese to 
Xuwen are, 

(a) the Ancient Chinese tones yin shâng ( f% J=- ) and yang 
shâng ( }% Jz. ) have merged into a falling tone in 
Xuwen ; 

(b) Ancient Chinese yang rù ( Щ) \ ) tone is split into a 
short (checked syllable) low tone and a mid-level in 
Xuwen ; 

(c) the Ancient Chinese tones y In ping ( f £ Jp- ) and yang qu 
(fH? -ží ) have merged into the mid-level tone in Xúwén ; 

(d) it is possible that the Ancient Chinese yáng shâng ( ř§> 
J=- ) tone has been split into a falling tone and a mid- 
level tone in Xuwen. Further evidence is needed to as
certain this change. 

II. 2. Initials 

Ancient Chinese Xuwen 

*P- /P-/ 'ice' 
'dad' 

*f- 

*ph- 

*fh 
*b- 

*v- 

/h-/ 
/P-/ 

/ph-/ 

/ph-/ 

/ph-/ 

/P-/ 

/P-/ 

Examples 

£ 'classifier for book' ; 

é 'father's older brother' ; 

/\ 'eight' ; ~% 'hundred' ; -yt 'north' 

^L 
'wind' 

■% 'square' ; $^ 'to release' ; 
J|- 'room' 

ffa ' to swat ' 

/^ 
'fragrant' 

fL. 'elderly woman' ; $j 'friend' ; 
%t> 'to run' ; ^ 'nose' ; ít 'skin' 

'ijt ( % ) 'cheap' ; Щ. 'thin' ; 
& 'house' : Wb 'fat' 



tf ГУ J*-l- /V * 

>ř 
*<*- 

^■jf *ts— 

;| 
*tsh- 

/ts-/ 

/tsh-/ 

/W 

/t-/ 

/ts-/ 

/te-/ 

/s-/ 

/s-/ 

/p-/ 

/tp-/ 
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Ancient Chinese Xuwén Examples 

{^ *пг m- p^ 'bright' ; -éj 'body hair' ; *ft 

'busy' ; F1] 'door* ; -$ 'mother' ; 
Д- 'pretty' ; j£ 'to scold' ; fl 
'hat' ; g 'eye' 

pfj *m- /v-/ ^, 'coal' ; ^ 'plum' ; ,^ 'horse' 

4^t *19"# /v-/ ,-^T 'negative particle' ; X. 'litera
ture' ; $j 'ten thousand' 

Щ *t- /t-/ ^7 'knife' ; 0. 'short in length' ; 

^ 'obtain' ; //2i! 'pour' 

^ At11- /th-/ ^ 'swallow' ;J^,'hear' ; Л^ 'lower 

limb' ; t$ 'explore' ; Щ 'iron' 

X. *d- /th-/ Hi. 'to escape' ; || 'head' ; Ш 
gar' ; \fe 'to study' 

/t-/ ^jê] 'copper' ; 4'f< 'classifier for 

dog, snake, etc.'; ^ 'younger bro
ther' ; -K 'big' ; i|_ 'way' 

-Д, *n- /n-/ 55 'male (human)' ; $£ 'difficult' ; 

■U 'slave' ; -4/3 'milk' 

Ý 
'middle' 

jfc 
'table' 

ýfe 'pig' ; Щ^ 'a surname' 

^ 'to grow' ; J[ 'straight' 

/Í. 'brother's children' 

Щ. 'bottle' ; Д. 'walk' 

^Д. 'elder sister' ; 5|| 'wine' 

•jj 
'mouth' 

jj£ 
'shallow' 

^3- 'thick, rough' ; Jp 'thousand' 
-ti» 'seven' 

$£ 'money' ; ^|j 'before, in front 

of ; 
|i% 'then' 

rfft 'wall' 
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ft *z" 

I *p- 

£ *k- 

*g- 

/p-/ 

/t-/ 

/tp-/ 

/tp-/ 

/s-/ 

/ts-/ 

/t-/ 

/s-/ 

/p-/ 

/t-/ 

/p-/ 

/ts-/ 

/k-/ 

/k-/ 

/kh-/ 

/v-/ 

/h-/ 

to 

Examples 

£ 
'star' 

^ 'grandson (paternal)1 ; £| 'suit
case1 ; #, (it) 'mister' ; i 
wash' ; oz7 'four' ; jf2 'snow' 

^Ç 'to laugh' 

^ 
'slanted' 

^ 
'clock' 

J|.' 'odorous' 

«»Л 'blow' 

i 'eať 
$£, 'snake' 

XŽ, 'cook, burn' ; f 'body' ; 
'book' 

^ 
'mouse' 

>$ 'deep' ; ^ 'hand' 

Bj 
'time' 

-f 
'ten' 

ft 'public' ; /^(^) 'today' ; 

£ 'gold' ; /$) 'country' ; %% 'chicken' ; & 'tortoise' ; |^ 'fa

mily' ; # 'fruit' ; *$. 'to talk' ; 

^ 'precious' ; 5^ 'harbour' 

fffl 'open' ; |^ 'air' ; Щ 'pants' ; 

-Ž 'to go' ; в® 'sleepy' ; ^ 'to 
depend on' ; '[^ 'fast' ; j^ 'thirsty' 

Щ 
'mother's brother' 

V 'worn out' 

^'goose' ; ^'silver' ; X 'five' ; 

jSr 'noon' 
i> 'cattle' 

A 'fish' 
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Ancient Chinese Xuwen 

/h-/ 

il. /h-/ 

/W 

/0-/ 

*n,- /n-/ 

/h-/ 
*Г- /t~/ 

Examples 

ft 'flower' 

С. Ы & S. THOMPSON 

'fragrant' ; Ь 

der brother' ; ^ 'be glad' ; j£ 'to 
smoke' 

'sea' 

'good' ; tiger 

'rain' ; 3f, 'appear' ; 
'bad' 

'to hang' ; £ 'cold' ; 

j#§ 'lake' ; 

^ 'box' ; 

/^ 'walk' ; 

/f. 'thick' 

№* 'learn' ; ~f 'descend, down' ; 

# 'to right (side)' ; j% 'behind 
ft 'shoe' ; «^ 'throat' 

$? 'thunder' ; Ц 'young man' ; >", 

'cold' ; % 'to come' ; % 'zero' ; 

ýř 'chain' ; $&• 'street' ; Л 

'six' ; % 'old' 
Д, 'person' ; c~ 'two' 
^. 'ear' ; (Щ 'meat' 

|) 'shirt, clothing' ;^£'ki 

We do not have data to show the Xuwén reflexes of the fol
lowing Ancient Chinese initials : ^ *fh-, M *0", 41 'J *tj-, 
^p^ *tjn-, -ť *d3~ ^) *?-. The Xuwén data we have are also in
sufficient in a number of cases to establish firmly the modern 
Xuwen reflexes of certain Ancient Chinese initials. However, 
the following Xuwen reflexes of Ancient Chinese initials appear 

• to be well supported by our data : 

Xuwén 

(i) 

Ancient Chinese 

Voiceless unaspirated stops are retained 

(ii) Voiceless aspirated stops are retained 
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(iii) Ancient Chinese voiced stops are split into voice
less unaspirated stops and voiceless aspirated stops. Our da
ta suggest that Ancient Chinese voiced bilabial and alveolar 
stops have mostly become voiceless and aspirated when the tone 
is a ping ( %■ ) tone. When the tone is not a ping ( jp- ) tone, 
voiced bilabial and alveolar stops tend to become voiceless 
and unaspirated. We have only tree Xuwen reflexes of the An
cient Chinese voiced velar stop. They include unaspirated and 
aspirated stops. Even in the case of the voiced alveolar and 
bilabial stops, the above-mentioned tendencies are not strong 
according to our limited data. In the following tables, we pre
sent all the morphemes involving Xuwen reflexes of Ancient 
Chinese voiced stops with their complete phonological inform
ation. 

morpheme 

# 

'elder woman ' 

m 'friend1 

'run' 

A 
'skin' 

1 
-n 'nose' 

Xuwen 
tone 

J 

J 

J 

J 

4 

she (i|p 

f 

Л 

the }kouUr 

he kou 

M * 
kai kou 

M » 

kai kou 

kâi kôu 

V] o 
kâi kou 

děng 

- 

- 

-=- 

Ancient 
Chinese 

tone 

-f 
ping 

-f 
ping 

f 
ping 

ping 

4 qu 

yùn 

n 

ř 

+ 

initials 

á 

Â 

Â 

Í 

Table 1 : Ancient Chinese 

[b] 

Xuwen 

[Ph] 
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morpheme 

'4 
'thin' 

'sick' 

'cheap' 

Xuwen 
tone 

4 

H 

ч 

she Щ 

% 

Я 

№ о 
kai kou 

kai kou 

/tf С7 
kai kôu 

deng 

* 
Ancient Chinese tone 

Л 
ru 

qu 

f 
ping 

yùn 

if 

initials 

i. 

Table 2 : Ancient Chinese Xuwen 

[b] ». [p] 

morpheme 

'head' 

m 'escape' 

Ш 'sugar' 

If (-#) 'study' 

Xuwen 
tone 

J 

J 

J 

J 

she ($p 

К 

% 

A 

kâi kou 

Itf 
^ kâi kou 

w » 
kai kou 

fè P 
he kou 

děng 

- 

- 

— 

Ancient 
Chinese 
tone 

ping 

•f 
ping 

ping 

Л 
v ru 

yùn 

il 

i 

initiais 

Ж 

*. 

Xuwen .Table 3 : Ancient Chinese 

W » [th] 
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morpheme 

Í 
'younger brother' 

К 
'big' 

'earth' 

4 

'way' 'classi

fier for 
snake, etc' 

m 'copper' 

Xuwen 
tone 

4 

4 

~l 

H 

J 

J 

* 

JÍ. 

кк 

& 

kai kou 

/Vj о 
kâi kou 

kai kôu 

m о 
kai kôu 

flfl * 

kâi kôu 

he kôu 

dëng 

- 

— 

Ancient 
Chinese 
tone 

Je 

shàng 

qu 

qù 

X- 
shang 

if- 

ping 

-f 
ping 

yun 

1 

initiais 

* 

Table 4 : Ancient Chinese 

W 

Xuwen 

[t] 

morpheme 

'mother's 
brother 

'old, 
worn out' 

'wife of 
mother' s 
brother' 

Xuwen 
tone 
and i- 
nitial 

k-4 

shl Ufa) 

* 

kai kôu 

tin о 
kai kôu 

kâi kôu 

děng 
Ancient 
Chinese 
tone 

shàng 

qu 

qu 

yun 

•M 

* 

initials 

Table 5 : Xuwen reflexes of Ancient Chinese 
voiced velar stop [g] 



130 
С. Ы & S. THOMPSON 

(iv) The Ancient Chinese liquid [1] and alveolar nasal [n] 
remain unchanged in Xuwen : 

Ancient Chinese Xuwen 

1 

n 

1 

n 

(v) The Ancient Chinese labial-dental nasal [nj] mostly becomes 
the only voiced initial in Xuwen, the labial-dental or bi
labial fricative, /v/ /w/. 

Ancient Chinese Xuwen 

[nj] * M~[w] 

(vi) The Ancient Chinese bilabial nasal [m] is retained in most 
cases. In cases of exceptions, it has become /v/ in Xuwen. 
No conditioning factors are found for the exceptions. 

Ancient Chinese Xuwen 

f[m] 

[m] * l[v] ~[w] 

(vii) The Ancient Chinese voiceless velar fricative [x] be
comes [h] in Xuwen. 

Ancient Chinese Xuwen 
[x] > [h] 

(viii) Changes of Ancient Chinese fricatives into stops are com
mon in Xuwen. Such changes have been observed in most Min 
dialects spoken on the island, Hainan, which is in close 
proximity to Xuwen. In our data, the change from the la
bial fricatives /f/, /v/ to /p/ and from the alveolar 
fricative /s/ to the alveolar stop /t/ is prelalent ; the 
changes from the palatal fricative /<?/ and the alveo-pala- 
tal fricative /j/ to alveolar stop /t/ and from the voiced 
velar fricative /y/ to velar stop /k/ are common. 

To sum up this discussion of initials from Ancient Chinese 
to Xuwen, we should point out that Xuwen is a colloquial dia
lect and our consultant's inability to read prevented us from 
obtaining data that do not occur in her speech. Thus, pronunc
iations of the literary morphemes of rhyme dictionaries cannot 
be elicited, rendering our data insufficient for establishing 
rules of phonological changes from Ancient Chinese to modern 
Xuwen. Another factor worth noting is interdialectal influence. 
There is not doubt that our consultant's speech has been in
fluenced by Yue dialects. For example, the Xuwen morpheme for 
'mosquito' ( jfeiO is pronounced /màq/. It has the same phonolo- 
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) in Ancient Chinese : £$; 4Á., 
>£o » £ % у %$ у £Ц » ý,- 'Literature' (Л), how

ever, is pronounced as /viq/ inXÚwén. Since the Ancient Chinese 
yang ping ( }%^~ ) tone has become the low level tone in Xuwen, 
and the Ancient Chinese labial-dental nasal [irj] has mostly be
come the voiced labial-dental fricative /v/ in Xuwen, we can in
fer that /man/ 'mosquito' is probably a loan word in Xuwen. The 
likely source of this loan is a Yue dialect which is also spo
ken in Xuwén. In standard Yue, the word for 'mosquito' is pro
nounced as [men] with a high tone, 

II. 3. Finals. 

We have already stated that the three stops [-p], [~t], 
[-k] and the three nasals [~m], [-n] , [-n], all occur in Xu

wen finals. Our data show that there are as many words which 
have lost their final stops as there are words which have re
tained their final stops. For these words with Ancient Chi
nese £u ( Л ) tone and voiced initials, we have already sta
ted that where the final [p] , [t], [k] is retained, the modern 
Xuwen tone is low level, and where the final stop is lost, the 
modern Xuwen tone is mid-level. For those words with Ancient 
Chinese ru tone and voiceless initials, the loss or retention 
of the final stop depends on the Ancient Chinese vowel preced
ing the stop. If the nuclear vowel is a low vowel in Ancient 
Chinese, the final stop is lost ; otherwise, the final stop 
is retained. Thus, we have the following rule that applies to 
words with rù tone : 

Ancient Chinese Xuwen 

-t 

-k 
/ [low vowel] 

Examples 

Morpheme 

% 
'duck' 

Ф- 'snow' 

$PC 'iron' 

№ 'swat' 

Ancient Chinese 
form 

[?ap] 

[sjaet] 

[thiet] 

[рЧк] 

Xuwen 
form 

[a] 

[toi] 

[thl] 

[Phâ] 
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Morpheme 

-í 'table' 

jfi 'father's ol
der brother1 

44 'kill' 

>k 'thirsty' 

- 'one' 

Щ ' country ' 

*t 'north' 

4% 'obtain' 

Ancient Chinese 
form 

[>эк] 

[рок] 

[Jst] 

[khat] 

[?jet] 

[kuak] 

[рэк] 

[tak] 

Xuwen 
form 

[tsho] 

[pi] 

[tua] 

[khua] 

[it] 

[kok] 

[pak] 

[tik] 

Table 6 : Morphemes with yin ru ( f^ \ ) tone in Ancient Chinese 

As for the final nasals, there appears to be a great deal 
of idiosyncratic change from Ancient Chinese to Xuwen. A final 
nasal may be lost, retained, or changed to another nasal. The 
following examples will illustrate the changes : 

Morpheme 

^K 'ice' 

Í 'star' 

■K 'sky' 

£ 'gold' 

& 'today' 

Ancient Chinese 
form 

[pjsn] 

[sien] 

[thisn] 

[kjem] 

[kjem] 

Xuwen 
form 

[peg] 

[si] 

[thi] 

[kim] 

[kiq] 
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Morpheme 

M 
'eagle' 

=- 'three' 

-Щ 
'before' 

4t 'chain' 

A, 'person' 

f 'zero' 

Ancient Chinese 
form 

[?J3n] 

[sam] 

[dzien] 

[liuen] 

[njen] 

[lien] 

Xuwen 
form 

[ylm] 

[ti] 

[tsii] 

[lien] 

[naq] 

[laq] 

Our data indicate that final alveolar nasal is rare. In most 
cases, it is either lost ormerged with the velar nasal. 

III. THE CLASSIFICATION OF XUWEN IN CHINESE DIALECTS 

In the preceding discussion, we have pointed out that Xuwen 
possesses various phonological and syntactic characteristics 
that are typical of Southern Chinese dialects. The location of 
Xuwen, of course, is almost the southern-most region of coastal 
China. The question concerning the classif icatory status of 
Xuwen, then, is a matter of choice among three dialect families : 
Min, Yue, and Hakka. Our impression in the field was that Xuwen 
belongs to the Southern Min family. We will, therefore, proceed 
from there. First of all, we will present the lexical evidence 
involving a sample of basic vocabulary items from Xuwen, Chao- 
zhou (Southern Min) , Guangzhou (Yue) , and Meixiàn (Hakka) : 
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Morpheme 

'rain' tfq 

'to eat' °Ь 

'often' 
^ 

'be' Л. 

'book' 4ř 

'to walk 'A. 

'older %% brother' 

'son' %lr 

Xuwen 

[heu]33 

[tpia]33 

[ti]11[ti]11 

[ti]33 

[tsu]11 

[kia]11 

[tua] 33 

[hia]33 

[kia]42 

Chaozhou 
(Southern 
Min) 

[hou] 35 

[tsia?]4 

[si]55[si]55 

[si]35 

[tsl]33 

[kia]55 

[a]33[hiS]33 

[kia]53 

Guangzhou 
(Yue) 

[jy]23 

[sik]2 

[Ji]21[ji]21 

[hai]22 

[JY]53 

[haq]21 

[tai]22 

[lou]23 

[tsail21 

Meixiàn 
(Hakka) 

[ji]31 

[sat]4 

[sl]12[soq]12 

[he]42 

[su]44 

[haq]12 

[a]44[ko]44 

[lai]42[e] 

The similarity between the Xuwén forms and the Chaozhou 
forms in the preceding example lexicon is too striking and con
sistant to be a result of chance. Since Xuwen is geographicall
y closer to Meixiàn and Guangzhou than to Chaozhou, it is un
likely that the similarity between the Xuwen forms and Chao
zhou forms is a result of borrowing. It is worth noting from 
the preceding sample of basic vocabulary that Ancient Chinese 
fricatives have become affricates in several entries in Chao
zhou and Xuwen whereas they remain as fricatives in Guangzhou 
and Meixiàn ('book' ^ , 'eat' p£> , 'water' *J< ). Another in
teresting fact is that the Xuwen initial [v] corresponds to 
[b] or [u] in Chaozhou and nasals in the other two dialects. 

An important criterion for classifying a dialect into the 
Min group is the reflexes of the Ancient Chinese voiced stops. 
According to Norman (1970), the voiced stops of Ancient Chinese 
are split into voiceless aspirated or voiceless unaspirated 
stops in all tones in Min. This split is unconditioned. Our 
scanty data show a tendency for voiced bilabial and voiced al
veolar stops to become voiceless aspirated stops when the tone 
is ping ( jf- ) tone. This tendency, however, is not strong 
enough to constitute a contradiction to the principle stated by 
Norman (see Table 1, Table 5 for data). This tendency suggests 



136 
С. LI & S. THOMPSON 

that Xuwen shares with Yue dialects a property regarding the 
reflexes of Ancient Chinese voiced initials. But we can also 
point to the lack of consistency of this property in Xuwen 
and suggest that it is similar in that respect to Min dialects. 

Norman (1970) also noted that the Min dialects have a 
number of lexical items not found in other dialects. The follow
ing are some exemples from four Min dialects including Xuwen. 

Morpheme 

'foot' 
Ц 

'house' Щ 

'kill' £j 

'bland' 
Щ^ 

Xuwen 

[kha]33 

[so]24 

[tua]55 

[tpia]42 

Chaozhou 

[kha]33 

[tshu]213 

[thai]55 

[tsïS]53 

Fuzhou 

[kha]44 

[tshuo]213 

[thai]52 

[tsiaq]31 

Xiamen 

[kha]55 

[tshu]H 

[thai]24 

[tsîa]51 

Finally, Norman (1970) stated that the bilabials of Ancient Chi
nese which become labio-dentals in other dialects families have 
remained bilabials in Min. This rule certainly applies to Xuwen. 
Those Xuwen morphemes which have /v/ ~ /w/ corresponding to the 
Ancient Chinese bilabial nasal do not belong to ^ c? S- î£ 
and therefore, are not exceptions to the rule. 

The unusual characteristic of Xuwen within the Min dialect 
family is the lack of tone sandhi. Most Min dialects have com
plex tone sandhi phenomena. 

To sum up, we conclude that Xuwen is a Min dialect, in par
ticular, belonging to the Southern Min group. It has all of the 
characteristics of Southern Chinese dialects and it shares most 
of the features of Min proposed by Norman (1970). 
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APPENDIX / / (*) A Sample Lexicon of Xuwen 

A. NOUNS 

I. Nature, natural -phenomena 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

II. 

14. 

15. 

16. 
17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

%. 
4L 

<$ 

ft 

if 

;ffl 
Ф- 

к 

Animals 

Щ 

&% 

* 

sun 

moon 

ice 

star 

wind 

thunder 

rain 

sea 

lake 

snow 

sky 
earth 

climate 

duck 

goose 

tiger 

mouse 

eagle 

deer 

sparrow 

cow (generic) 

bull 

cow 

horse 

stallion 

/It thàu/ 

/ve nio/ 
i 

/peq/ 

/si/ 

/huan/ 

/loi/ 
/hêu/ 

/hài/ 

/hu/ 

/toi/ 

/t&i/ 

/tl/ 
/thî khl/ 

/â/ 

/ij3/ 

/heù/ 
/niâu su/ 

/yim po/ 

/ui kià/ 

/tpiau mae/ 

/vu/ 
1 /vu koq/ 

/vu vo/ 

/va/ 

/vaè kon/ 

(*) The characters in this lexicon represent the Mandarin mor
phemes which may not be the phonological equivalents of the 
XÚwén entries. 
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26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 
33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 
46. 

III. 

47. 

48. 

49. 

50. 

51. 

52. 

53. 

54. 

55. 

* 

■& щ 

щ 

* 

ш 
£ % 

4 & 

i it 

í*& 

■ it 

*И£ 

%Щ 

Plants 

а 

ti- 

m 

»$ 

mare 

Pig 
boar 

sow 

dog 
male dog 
bitch 

sheep 
cat 

chicken 

rooster 

hen 

small chick 

dragonfly 
tortoise 

frog 
mosquito 

fly 
snake 

spider 

bee 

plum flower 

flower 

cotton 

rice plant in the 

rice uncooked 

peanut 

tree 
tree leaf 

fruit 

/vae vo/ 
t f /tu ^"tu/ 

/tu ko/ 
i ч /tu vo/ 

/kàu/ 
/kau kon/ 

/kàu vo/ 

/ii/ 

/niau/ 

/koi/ 
/koi thàu/ 

/koi vo/ 

/koi kià/ 

/niam mi/ 
i i 

/eu ku/ 

/кар na/л/ /kap vo/ 

/màn/ 
/hèu tïn/^/hèu tï/ 

/tsua/ 
i _ /quo qae/ 

/Phá4/ 

_ i /ve hue/ 

/huè/ 

/mi hue/ 

field /tiu/ 

/vl/ 
i i /huan tau/ i 

i i 
/ fiiu hio/ 
/tsue kuè / 
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56. 

57. 

58. 

IV. 

59. 

60. 

61. 

62. 
63. 

64. 

65. 

66. 

67. 

68. 

69. 

70. 

71. 

72. 
73. 

74. 

75. 

V. 

76. 

77. 

78. 

79. 

80. 

81. 

82. 
83. 

84. 

85. 

Ы 

Time 

•á % 

Й A 
A 

-f Je 

f f 

et * 0 f fl? ^ -Г/& 

4fíí 

%t4r 

orange 

watermelon 
apple 

year 

this year 

next year 

last year 

year before last 

today 
tomorrow 

/tai kuè/ 

/pnír kus/ 

/hï/~/hl/ 
/kin hi/ 

/mae hi/ 

/khú hi/ 

/tsai hi/ 

/kin it/ 

/hin It/ i — 
day after tomorrow /au it/ 

yesterday 
i i 

/tsam moi/ 

day before yesterday /tsai yit/ 
night 

morning 
before noon 

afternoon 

this afternoon 

yesterday morning 
hour 

rink 

pork 

pig liver 
bean curd 

egg 
duck egg 
rice porridge 

tea 

wine 

/mae hoi/ 

/tsà tien/ /tsà ti 

/t,eio qù/ 
/se nù/ 

i _ i ч /kin it ae nu/ 

5 /tsam moi tpiô nù/ 
/tjsian t^âu/ 

/tu hïm/ 
i i 

/tu kua/ 

/tau hu/ i i 
/koi nui/ 

/a nui/ 

/mue/ 

/ti/ 

/tfiiù/ 
cooked rice or meal /mue/ 

water /tsul/ 



140 

36. 

87. 

88. 

С. Ы & S. THOMPSON 

VI. Minerais 

89. 

90. 

91. 

92. 

93. 

94. 
il 

VII. Body parts 

95. Щ 
96. í\ 
97. Щ.Ш.У 

99. J. -f 
100. /^ 

101. í $ 
102. -'[&&%> 

103. 
104. 

105. 

106. 

107. 

108. 

109. 

110. 

111. *fc i 

VIII. Human 

112. Л 
113. % /> 

f 

honey 
fish 

milk 

gold 

silver 

copper 

iron 

coal 

stone 

foot 

head 

hair 

eye 

nose 

heart 

ear 
one ear 

pig ear 
mouth 

hand 

left hand 

right hand 

lower limb 

thigh 

pig leg 
throat 

person 

man 

/hû/ 

/kirn/ i 

/tin/ 

/thl/ 
/vè/^/vë/ 

/kha/ 

/thiu mo/' 

/mak/ 

/Phi/ 

/tim/ 

/hi/ 
/lit kai hi/ 

/tú hi/ 

/sui/ 

/più/ 
/tso ^siù/ 

/iu piu/ 

/thul/ 
/tua thul/ 

/tù thui/ 

/iu lil'n/ 

/nan/ 
/ni код niq/^/nam nan/ 

hue/ 
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114 

115 

116 

117 

118 if 

IX. Kinship 

120 

121. 

122. 

123. 

124. 

125. 

126. 

127. 

128. 

129. 

130. 

131. 

132. 

133. 

134. 

135. 

it ^L 

woman 
child/kid 

friend 

old person 

young man 

: A COLLOQUIAL DIALECT OF 

/ni nân/ 

/non kià/ 

/phln yù/ 

/lau nan/ 

/13/ 

paternal grandfather /tsèu koq/ 

paternal grandmother /tsèu p"o/ 

dad /pi/ 

mom /пав/ 

mother /mai/ - i 
elder brother of father /рае рае/ 

wife of older brother of father /рээ тад./~/рзэ пае/ 

mother's brother /ku рае/ 

wife of mother's brother /kim mai//^/kim пае/ 

elder brother (/tua/) /hiâ/ 
younger brother /làu ti/ 

elder sister (/tua/) /t^x/ 
i i i N younger sister /ni mue/ ^ /ni mue/ 

i ч 
grandson (son of son) /tun kia/ 

niece (brother's daughter) /t^aiek ni/ 
son-in-law /13 кзэ/ 

son /kià/ 

Miscellaneous 

136. 

137. 

138. 

139. 

140. 

141. 

142. 

143. 

gold chain 

shoe 

pants 

hat 

towel 

money 
house 

kitchen 

i i 
/kim lien/ 

i 
/mau/ 
/più kin/ 

/tpl/ 

/so/ i i 
pan/ 
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144. 

145. 

146. 

147. 

148. 

149. 

150. 

151. 

152. 

153. 

154. 

155. 

156. 

157. 

158. 

159. 

160. 

$■ 

% Ь 
%• Ů 

ň 

i 

V 
M 
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161. 

162. 

163. 

164. 

165. 

166. 

167. 

168. 

169. 

170. 

171. 

172. 

173. 

174. 

175. 

- ŤÍ % 
" Ш A 

- í fo 

- tu 
- ib-o 

-&%*■ 

_^ Jar £& L. 

wall 

table 

chair 

study desk 
suitcase 

bed 

a dish of food 

street 

umbrella 

music 

self 

leather suitcase 

door 

book 

clothing 
knife 

letter 

a cow 

a person 

a chicken 

a fish 

a tree 

a flower 

a meal 

a bottle of wine 

a cigarette 

a knife 

a pair of shoes 

a house 

a box 

a wall 

a chair 

/ei5/ 

/tsh3/ 

Л/ 
/tsu tsh3/ 

/tii/ 

/tsh3/ 

/sái/ 

/lsú/ 

/tuá/ i _ /im y ok/ 

/ka ki/ 

/phë tio/ 

/mui/ 

/tsú/ 

/ta/ 

/to/ 

/tin/ 

/iât kâi vu/ 

/iSt kâi nân/ 

/iât kâi koi/ 

/iât tiâu hu/ 
_ i i 

/iât ki ^siu/ 
i i 

/iât phau hue/ 

/iât tui mué/ 

/iât tsùn t^:iù 
_ • i 

/iât tiâu hoq/ 

/iât рае to/ 
_ i _ 

/iât tiaq 5i/ 
/iât tsae so/ 

/iât kâi hâp/ 

/iât рак pio/ 

/iât tio yi/ 
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176. 
177. 

178. 

С. PRONOUNS 

179. 

180. 

181. 

182. 

183. 

184. 

D. NUMERALS 

185. 

186. 
187. 

188. 

189. 

190. 

191. 

192. 

193. 

194. 

195. 

- Щ fa 

■ Щ tf 
- t í 

2- 

XSP 

$- 

Л 

JC 

y\ 

ib 
л 

196. & + - 

197. x. 
198. 

199. г 
200. 

201. 

202. 

203. 

204. 

205. 

к -г 
'- f я 

- í 

a bed /iat tio tsh3/ 

a head /iât kâi tnàu/ 

a book /iât pui tsu/ 

1st person singular /va/ 

2nd person singular /lu/ 

3rd person singular /i/ *** 1 \l 

1st person plural /va nan/ 

2nd person plural /lu nan/ 
3rd person plural /i nan/Wi nan/ 

one /iât/ /-v / iat/ 

two /no/ 

three /ta/ 

four /ti/ 
i 

five /neu/ 

six /lâk/ 

seven /pit/ 

eight /poi/ 

nine /kau/ 

ten /tsâp/ 

eleven /tsâp it/ 
seventy-one /pit tsâp it/ 

seventy-six /pit tsâp lâk/ 

sixty /lâk tsap/ 
fifty- six /neu tsâp lâk/ 

thirty /ta tsap/ 
one hundred /iât рае/ 

one hundred and one /iât рае lan it/ 

one thousand /iât sai/ 

one thousand and five /iât sai Ian neu/ 
_ i 

ten thousand /iat van/ 
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206. 

207. 

208. 

VERBS 

209. 

210. 

211. 

212. 

213. 

214. 

215. 

216. 

217. 

218. 

219. 

220. 

221. 
222. 

223. 

224. 

225. 

226. 

227. 

228. 

229. 

230. 

231. 

232. 

233. 

234. 

235. 

236. 

237. 

_ i _ - 
ten thousand and one /iât vaq lan it/ 

one million 
ten million 

ЛДО? ADJECTIVES 

/lP\ 

Щ 
ML 
Ф ■ 

ь 

% 

& 

il ио 

ïh 

H) 

collapse 

pour 

escape 

learn 

like 

have/exist 

to thunder 

to snow 

to rain 

to roast 

good 

bad 

go 

old 

eat 
drink 

see 

have not 

hear 

bite 

swallow 

blow 

find 

jump 
hit 

run 

wash 

bathe 

_ - i 
/iat рае van/ 

_ i i 
/iat sai varç/ 

/to/ 

/tó/ 

/thiu/ 

hi 
/tsoni/ /hua hi/ 

/u/ 

/loi pha/ i — 
/lo toi/ 

/li héu/ 

/tii/ 

/ho/ i 
/huai/ 

/kh&/ 

/lau/ i 
/teia/ 

/im/ 

/э/ 

/v3/ 
/thii/ 

/kà/ 

/tbun/ i 
/sui/ 

/tué/ 

/tiô/ 

/Phâ/ 

/tsàu/ 

/toi/ 

/toi tin/ i cut with knife /tsoi/ 
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238. 

239. 

240. 

241. 

242. 

243. 

244. 

245. 

246. 

247. 

248. 

249. 

250. 

251. 

252. 

253. 

254. 

255. 

256. 

257. 

258. 

259. 

260. 

261. 

262. 

263. 
264. 

265. 

266. 

267. 
268. 

269. 
270. 

271. 
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A 
* 

fi 

-fo 

cut with scissors 

say 
kill 

ask 

yell 

laugh 

cry 
scold 

quarrel 

fight 

many 
cold 

cool 

hot 

fragrant 

odorous 

busy 

hungry 

thirsty 

sleep 
urinate 

defecate 

sick 
to have a cold 

cough 

dizzy 
tall /high 

big 
small 

short (in height) 

long 
short (in length) 

/ka/ 

/ko/ 

/tua/ i 
/mui/ 
/hi am/ 

/piú/ 

/kháu/ i 
/псе/ 
/tiu tsae/ 

/pha kaé/ 

/tsoi/ 

/kuâ/ 

/liô/ 

/luâ/ 

/phân/ 

/t^eiâu/ i 
/mag/ 

/oi/ 
/au knua/ 

/knoi kiáu/ 

/páq io/ 

/páq tài/ 

/pi/ i i 
/tiaq huan/ 

i , /ka tau/ 

/tnâu hïn/ 

/kuâi/ 

/tua/ 

/tài/ 

/ai/ 

/tô/ 

/ta/ 
thick (in diameter) /seu/ 

thin (in diameter) /iú/ 
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272. 

273. 
274. 

275. 

276. 

277. 

278. 

279. 

280. 

281. 

282. 

283. 

284. 

285. 

286. 

287. 

288. 

289. 

290. 

291. 

292. 

293. 

294. 

295. 

296. 

297. 

298. 

299. 

300. 

301. 

302. 

303. 

304. 

305. 
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xso 

4 

títí 

л 

ft 

thick 

thin 

fat 

square 

deep 
shallow 

straight 

slanted 

difficult 

easy 
expensive 

cheap 
bland 

take 

open (door) 

depend on 

play 
visit 

be 

give 
clean 

fierce 

careful 
comfortable 

move 

leisurely 
walk 

understand 

study 
fast 

far 
return home 

cook 

write 

/kau/ 

/pi/ 

/pui/ 

/tx pan/ i 
/pim/ 

/tphièn/ 

/tïk/ 

/tia/ 

/nan/ i /ion i/ 

/kui/ 
i i /pan i/ 

/tpià/ 

/lia/ 

/khui/ 

/khàu/ i 
/nam/ 

/tham/ 

/ti/ 

/khi/ 
/t*W 

/i tl/ 

/toi tim/ 

/tii/ 

/thin/ 
/tik ai/ 

/kiaV 

/min/ 
/thâk tsû/ 

/khué/ 

/hui/ 
/tul su/ 

/tsu mue/ 

/tià/ 
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306. 

307. 

308. 

309. 

310. 

311/ 

312. 

313. 

314. 

315. 

316. 

317. 

318. 

319. 

320. 

321. 

322. 

323. 

324. 

F. OTHER 

325. 

326. 

327. 

328. 

329. 

330. 

331. 

332. 

333. 

334. 

335. 

í 

í 

tuto 

MtLJ- 

ití 
JL 

щ 
H 

f 
Л л 

go to work 

buy 
sell 

send 

earn money 
spend 

know 

dance 

to labor 

live 

be at 

use 

pretty 
red 

have headache 

teach 

leave 

dead 

obedient 

first (adv.) 

slowly 

very 
this 

that 

/tso kan./ 

/voi/ 

/voi/ 

/tán/ 
/thán tpl/ 

/tài/ 

/pak/ 
/thiáu vu/ 

/tùi kàn/ 

/khià/ 

/tu/ i 
/yon/ 

/hièn/ 

/In/ 
/thâu thia/ 

/ka su/ 

/tsàu/ 

/tl/ 
/thià ko/ 

/khué tài/ 
i i 

/maq maq/ 

/ho/ 

/ià/ 

/hâ/ 
negative imperative /vo/ 

with (commitative) /kan/ 

not 

should 

now 

where 

/v3/ 
i 

/yiq/ 

/hïna/ 

/ta/ 
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