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The Diminutive Suffixes and the Diminutive Tone Sandhi

in Ningde Dialect, Fujian Province
CHEN Libing

Abstract There are two diminutive suffixes in Ningde dialect. [kiagN] F is connatural,
which is remains as a productive diminutive suffix denoting general smallness. [tsiu] F is
from certain predominant dialects, which is no longer active as a diminutive suffix under the
shadow of [kianN]. There are two types of diminutive tone sandhi involved, high-level and
high-falling respectively, which are mainly used for names, kinship terms and in children
language. The tone sandhi rule is to exaggerate the upper limit of the tone pitch on the
basis of the original tone pattern to show familiarity and affection. The diminutive suffixes
and the diminutive tone sandhi in Ningde dialect have a division of labor in terms of
function.

Key words Ningde dialect, Min group, diminutive suffixes, [kiapy] H, [tsiv] F,

diminutive tone sandhi

2012 FE 4 . 359 -



