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Demonstratives in Jinjiang Dialect, Fujian Province
LIN Tiansong

Abstract The paper describes the forms and functions of demonstratives in Jinjiang dialect,
Fujian Province and argues that only one manner demonstrative exists in today’s Jinjiang
dialect, and the basic demonstratives bear an entering tone. The author argues that the light
tone carried by demonstratives today denotes a contrastive meaning, while, in the documents
of southern Min dialect written in the Ming dynasty, two manner demonstratives were used
and the basic demonstratives functioned either as a demonstrative or a pronoun. The basic
demonstratives with entering tone were competing with the ones with non-entering tone.

Key words Jinjiang dialect in Fujian Province, demonstrative, light tone
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